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Jeremy Montgomery 

Energy Advisor 

Parke County REMC 

Everyday Parke County REMC 

employees are faced with questions 

concerning energy efficiency and 

consumption. We know if one member 

has the question, other members do as 

well. Every month we will be allowing 

you, our member, to submit questions for 

us to answer directly to all members! 

Questions can be submitted 

anonymously, if desired. To submit a 

question, please check out our Facebook 

Page—@ParkeCountyREMC or email 

Madison Shaffer at 

mshaffer@pcremc.com 

 

If you have a question but need a 

response right away, we are here for you! 

If any answer needs further explanation, 

feel free to reach out to us. Please contact 

our office at 765-569-3133 or 800-537-

3913. 
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Q: Does it matter what time of the day I do laundry? 

 

A: Great question, as a residential member you do not get 

charged more during high usage times of the day; however, 

Parke County REMC peaks in the evenings, typically between 

3-8:00 p.m. Although it impacts the cooperative, Parke County 

REMC does not charge you more for it. In my own home, I try 

to start my dishwasher and appliances as I leave or go to bed. 

This ensures that they are running when the home and occupants 

are under less stress.  

 

 

 

 

Q: Geothermal… with rebate incentives and tax credits, how 

much better of a move is it? 

 

A: Geothermal heating and cooling systems have the cheapest 

operating expense per BTU but the highest price tag… but is it 

really the highest? In 2019, we saw 5 geothermal units installed 

with an average cost of $21,140.00. The 2020 tax credit is 26%, 

reducing the cost to $15,643.60. Parke County REMC has an 

additional $800.00 in bill credits and the PowerMoves rebate 

adds another $1,500.00. If this system was installed today, the 

total out of pocket expense would be $13,343.60. The average 

install of high efficiency air source heat pumps (17-20 SEER) is 

$10,975.21, a difference of $2,368.39. This install cost 

difference is a very important number—exactly what you should 

be looking for. I have seen homes that cost $3,000 per year to 

condition and some that cost $500, the first question that needs 

to be asked is “what am I paying to condition my home?” After 

we know this number, it is much easier to determine if a 

geothermal unit is the answer.  
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