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Jeremy Montgomery 
Energy Advisor 

Parke County REMC 
Everyday Parke County REMC 

employees are faced with questions 
concerning energy efficiency and 

consumption. We know if one member 
has the question, other members do as 

well. To submit a question, please 
email Madison Cooper at 
mcooper@pcremc.com 

 
If you have a question but need a response 

right away, we are here for you! If any 
answer needs further explanation, feel 

free to reach out to us. Please contact our 
office at 765-569-3133 or 800-537-3913. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

YOUR TOUCHSTONE ENERGY COOPERATIVE 
 

Q: How does the colder weather affect my electric bill? 
Short Answer  
The colder is it outside, the harder your heating system must work to maintain a 
comfortable temperature inside!  
 
A: In the last few weeks I have spoken to many people on the phone, and though I 

am unable to go out and inspect our members’ homes at this time, we have been able 

to address many issues that increase energy cost.  

 

One point many of our members realize is the greater the temperature difference 

outside the home, the greater the cost to maintain the temperature inside the home. 

This fact remains true regardless of the type of conditioning system that is in place, as 

well as heating or cooling the home. Today I want to focus on the heating system 

since many of us are seeing increased costs due to the temperatures outside.  

The Parke County REMC metering system reads daily at midnight so we can graph 

that usage and add in weather data. In this review I used average temperatures. With 

this information, we can tell if the high usage is temperature related or possibly 

something else malfunctioning on site.  

 

To my surprise, this is what I found… 

I would agree that at first glance it has not been that cold out….or has it?  

I would also agree that last year seemed much colder. However, when I reviewed the 

temperatures from this winter (November 28th to Feb 3rd) we see that this year there 

has been 5 days with an average temperature above 40 degrees. Last year had 16 days. 

Digging deeper I found that this year had 21 days with an average temperature 30 

degrees and below; last year had only 15 days. What I realized is this: even though we 

have not had extreme cold temperatures (until this week!), we have had consistent 

cold temperatures. This certainly has an impact on the cost to heat our homes.  

 

A few of the members I have spoken with had a heat pump not working and another 

part of the ductwork trunk line had come apart in the crawlspace. But many others just 

simply have higher energy costs. Currently I get 3 to 5 calls per day; when this many 

members are calling, it has been weather related. That is not to say that there is 

nothing you can do about it— because there is! If you would like to reduce your 

energy usage long term and be comfortable in your home, please reach out. The effect 

of weather and its impact on our energy costs cannot be dismissed.  
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