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What Color 1s Your Power?

The EnviroWatts program was developed by Wabash
Valley member cooperatives to provide their retail
customers with an “earth-friendly” energy choice.
Through the EnviroWatts program, customers can
choose to receive their electricity through a renew-
able energy source or they can choose to participate in
our demand-side management programs.

Renewable Energy

There are several renewable sources that can be
used for the developmentofelectricity. Based onthe
geography of where you live; solar, wind, water and
geothermal springs all provide excellent sources for
electric generation. In our region of the country,
biomass power providesyetanothersource of renew-
able energy.

Wabash Valley’s biomass poweris created by captur-
ing gasses produced by landfill decay. These cap-
tured gasses are then converted to electricity through
the use of small, on-site generators. This renewable,
earth-friendly energy is then added to our mix of
power sources and made available to customers who
place aspecial emphasis on environmental concerns.

Demand-Side Management

Wabash Valley and its member cooperatives have
been pro-active participantsin customer-focused con-
servation programssince 1982. These “demand-side
management” programs enable retail customers to
actively participate in NOT USING ELECTRICITY.
That’s right, when electric demand is at its highest,
our cooperatives encourage their customers to stop
using electricity. As participants in these conserva-
tion programs, customers do receive incentives for
their commitmenttolessening the need to build new
power plants.

The Cooperative Commitment

The Wabash Valley Power Association member
distribution cooperatives are committed to doing our
partto help the earth. Through the continual devel-
opment of our EnviroWatts programs, we hope to
make a difference.

Formore information on EnviroWatts, please con-
tact Kathy Joyce, Vice President of Administration at
kathyj@wvpa.com or 317.481.2832.

1. What is EnviroWatts?

EnviroWatts is our own name for green power
energy which is energy that is generated from
suchrenewable, environmentally preferred
sources as biomass, sun, wind, water and
geothermal springs.

2. Where does the EnviroWatts “green power”
come from?

Green power can come from many different
sources; a few examples are biomass, sun,
wind, water and geothermal springs. The
current green power that is being offered is
biomass and has been purchased from Waste
Management of Indiana. Biomass power is a
renewable energy and is created by using
gasses produced by landfill decay.

3. Can I sign up for this program over the
phone?

You can sign up over the phone and it only
takes a few minutes.

4. How will I know that this “green power” is
actually being run into my home?

The renewable energy thatyou are purchasing
is not directly routed to your home, but by
signing up you are helping to support the
purchase of additional “good energy” and
encouraging more investment nationwide in
environmentally friendly ways to generate
power. For every environmentally friendly
kilowatt that is purchased by cooperative
members one less kilowatt is being purchased
from other “environmentally unfriendly” sources
such as coal based energy.
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Attention Students:

Scholarships Available

Parke County REMC has held a long tradition of giving
back to the community. The REMC Long Distance Scholar-
ship Program is one more example of the REMC’s commit-
ment to community. Applications are now available for the
scholarship program. Six scholarships of $500will be awarded
tostudentswho submitan application before April 2. Appli-
cations have already been sent to the guidance counselors

atlocal schools.

The scholarshipisfunded
through the revenues re-
ceived from the REMC
long distance program.
This is the fourth year the
scholarships have been
awarded to area students.

Touchstone Energy Camp

Parke County REMC offers sixth grade students the oppor-
tunity to spend three adventure-packed days at Touchstone
Energy Camp, held at Camp Tecumseh in northern Indiana,
June 6-9. Avariety of programs and activities will be offered
including: electric safety, Optimist Challenge, horseback
riding, swimming, wall climbing, archery, riflery, canoeing
and crafts.

Applications are available at the Parke County REMC
office. Five students whose parents are members of the REMC
will be chosen to participate. Deadline for application is
March 12. Contactthe REMC for more information.

www.parkecountyreme.com

On-line Bill Pay
Free Classified Ads
Safety Tips
Kid's Corner
Energy Calculator

REMUC offers alternative
methods to pay electric bills

On-Line Bill Pay

Memberswho wish to use this
part of the Web site to view and
pay their Parke County REMC
billwill need an initial password.
To receive this initial password
simply use the “Contact Sup-
port” button,located on the first
screen of the Online Billing
Program, to request the pass-
word or simply call our office
during normal business hours
and request this password. After
you have received your initial
password and you have success-
fully logged into the Online
Billing Program, you will be
prompted to change the initial
password to one that is more
meaningful to you.

Access 24 -Phone

Payment System

Parke County REMC mem-
berswill soon be able to use our
interactive phone paymentser-
vices to make inquires about
their Electric Bill, ormake a pay-
ment with Credit Card or Elec-

tronic Check 24 hours a day,
seven daysaweek. This easyand
convenient voice response sys-
tem allows you to speak your re-
sponses or simply enter infor-
mation using your touch tone
telephone.

To payyour bill with a credit
card by phone, you will need to
have your accountnumber and
creditcard information. To pay
your bill with an Electronic
Checkyoumustfirsthaveacheck
profile setup with Parke County
REMC.You may create this pro-
file by contacting one of our Cus-
tomer Service Associates during
normal business hours. Once
the profile hasbeen created you
willonlyneed to enteryour Parke
CountyREMCaccountnumber
and the amountyouwish to pay.

Members may also make tele-
phone number updates using
the Access 24 system. As always,
alive representative will be avail-
able to take callsin unfortunate
outage situations.
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Bite into Savings

with Long Distance
from Parke County REMC

With long distance savings from Parke County
REMC, you'll enjoy great benefits such as:
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Local Organizations Benefit
From Round Up Grants

The following grants were awarded at the January Round-Up
meeting: Hope's Way Recreation Center received a $2,500
grant to help with a septic system for the activity center.

Parke County Emergency Management received a $520
grant to purchase 125 white reflective custom window decals for
individuals of Parke County with special needs. These decals assist
First Responders in case of an emergency.

Putnam County Girls Softball League received a $4,800
granttoaid in building a concession stand with restrooms, lighting,
improvement on fields and equipment for the Big Walnut Sports
Park. This will help with the sponsoring of tournaments in an effort

to become self supporting.

Parke/Vermillion Even Start received a $1,360 grant to
purchase two new computers for their program. This will allow them
to keep efficient records, create lessons, and

provide learning experiences for families.

Big Brothers/Big Sisters received a

$1,500 grant to help with the Northview

High School Mentoring Program.

Marshall Vol. Fire Dept. received a
$4,300 grant to purchase a Rescue Strut

Kit that is used to stabilize vehicles during 0U§
an auto accident.

The grants awarded for January totaled $14,980. The deadline for
the March Round Up meeting is March 5" at 12:00 noon.
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Parke County REMC Receives Safety Accreditation
Pictured above, Parke County REMC'’s Keith Fischer receives a
certificate of Safety Accreditation from Gayvin Strantz, Indiana
Statewide Safety Dept. To maintain accreditation status, Parke
County REMC employees are required to receive training on dozens
of topics each year. Safety training for REMC employees includes
grounding, padmount transformers, ladder safety, URD switching,
pole top rescue, bucket truck rescue, CPR and basic first aid among
other topics.

Sealing small leaks, gains big savings

There are probably a lot of
tinyleaksin your home thatare
virtuallyinvisible —exceptwhen
it comes to your utility bill. You
may not notice the air slipping
through those leaks, but they
could suck up as much as 30
percentofyourheatingand cool-
ing costs.

These tinyleaks showupin a
variety of places. You may find
them between your walls and
windows, around your light fix-
tures, or next to tub drains.
While none of these are very
large, theyadd up to abigloss of
air. In winter, they allow your
heated air tosneak outand bring
cold air into the house. These
leaks are often the cause of those
draftsyou canfeel butcan’tseem
tofind.

Leaks are annoying. Even
worse, theyare expensive. Infact,
a1500-square-foothouse thatis
heated byan electric heat pump
and is well-sealed can cost just
$438 annually to heat. The same
house with common air leaks
can cost $553 annually-that’sa
26 percent difference! With an
oil furnace, the well-sealed
house could cost$1,119 to heat,
compared to $1,414foraleakier

home. You can obtain an esti-
mate foryour own home with the
calculator at the Web site
www.parkecountyremc.com or
energyadvisor.coop.

The costalso extends beyond
your monthlyenergybills. Leaks
inyour home force your heating
and cooling system to work ex-
tra, which maylead to repairs or
shorten their useful life.

There are three steps in-
volved in making your home
more energy efficient —sealing
it, insulating it, and equipping
it with the right appliances. Of
the three, sealing is the most
critical, because good insulation
and top-quality equipment can
not compensate for drafts and
air loss from poor sealing.

Common sources ofleaksare
places where electric and
plumbinglines go through walls
and ceilings; joints between
floors, walls, and ceilings; light
fixturesmounted in the ceiling;
atticdoors; chimneys; and warm
airregisters. Sealing those leaks
is not particularly expensive or
difficult. All you need is a little
time and widely available prod-
ucts such as caulk, insulating
foam, and weatherstripping.

Annual Heating Costs:
Leaky vs. Tight House
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January tree trimming

Tree Trimming for January

The Parke Professional Service LLC
has just completed trimming the
Greencastle Substation area. They will
start trimming in the Reelsville Substa-
tion area the first week of January. They
will be in this area for the next couple of
months. They are starting north of
Reeslville and working theirwaysouth. If
there are any questions or concerns
please call our office at 1-800-537-3913
and ask either for Richard Stout or Keith
Fischer.

Attention Parke County
REMC Members:

We have refunds pendingand checks
are being held for REMC members
Jeffery A. Gilliatt, Wesley M. and Jaclyn R.
Anderson and Dean Weaver. At this time,
we are unable to contact these members,
due to insufficient forwarding address
information. Ifyou have anyinformation
regarding these REMCmembers, please
contact the REMC office at 1-800-537-
3913.

st of Service Study

Recommendations Implemented

With the start of 2007, we know the only
constantwill be change. Sometimes change
isuncomfortable, butnecessary. Thisis the
case with Parke County REMC’s rate re-
alignment.

A cost of service study was completed in
2006 and the board of directors approved
the rate realignment change effective with
your January kWh use, billed in February.
The mostapparent change will be the Con-
sumer Charge thatwillincrease from $14.00
to $17.00 per month permeter. At the same
time, cost for kilowatt-hours used will de-
crease slightly. (See comparison chart be-
low.)

Thereisalarge investmentin each pole,
transformerand other equipmentrunning
ateach meterlocation. Some locations use
very little electricity and some use a lot of
electricity. Butthe equipmentcosts the same
foreachlocation. The new, unbundled rate
design allowsforamore accurate recovery of
both energy and distribution costs (poles,
wire, etc.)by having a larger consumer
charge and alower energy or kilowatt hour
charge. The average REMC customer con-
suming 1,000 kWh of electricity per month
will see a small decrease in his/her power
costs. Those using 1,500 kWh or more, for
example, will see an even larger decrease.

Howdid thisnewrate design come about?
Management and the board of directors
recommended conducting a costof service
and rate studyin 2006. In this study, operat-
ing costs, as well as wholesale power costs,

kWhUsed Present Rate

0 $14.00 $17.00
100 $23.69 $26.30
200 $33.38 $35.60
300 $43.07 $44.90
400 $52.76 $54.20
500 $62.44 $63.50
600 $69.93 $70.70
700 $77.42 $77.90
800 $84.91 $85.10
900 $92.40 $92.30
1000 $99.89 $99.50
1100 $107.38 $106.70
1200 $114.87 $113.90
1300 $122.35 $121.10
1400 $129.84 $128.30
1500 $137 3

2000 $174.78

3000 $249.66

4000 $324.55

5000 $399.44

Proposed Rate

were reviewed and allocated to the appro-
priate rate classes based on theiractual con-
tributions. Revenue from each classwas then
examined and the appropriate rate sched-
ules were developed to satisfy the study’s
findings and to make sure each class was
only payingforits proportionate share. After
reviewing the rate studyrecommendations,
the board of directors approved implemen-
tation of the plan. Making sure costs are
being recovered fairlyand in amanner that
will promote business stabilityand continue
to maintain a competitive retail rate are
determining factors in the decision.

Itis important to remember we are talk-
ing about costs for local operations. The
majority of your energy cost is the cost of
wholesale power. Currently the energy mar-
kets are very volatile, gasoline and natural
gas prices are the prime examples. The
wholesale powerindustryis affected too. We
have seen power cost recovery in the past
year that has increased your overall cost.
Parke CountyREMChasno control over that
portion of your energy costs.

In the past, we could forecast our whole-
sale power costs for a year with some accu-
racy. Thatis no longer the case. In the past
couple of years, Parke County REMC has
absorbed some of those wholesale power
costincreases, butwe are notable to do that
now. We believe these rate changes are in
the best interest of all members of Parke
County REMC.

Difference Percent Change
$3.00 21.4%
$2.61 11.0%
$2.22 6.7%
$1.83 4.3%
$1.44 2.7%
$1.06 1.7%
$0.77 1.1%
$0.48 0.6%
$0.19 0.2%

$(0.10) -0.1%
$(0.39) -0.4%
$(0.68) -0.6%
$(0.97)

$(1.25



